The Witch Weed Is Able To Detect a Wide Range of Chemicals from Plants through Its Sensitive and Specific Receptors: The Strigolactone Story Updated.
Striga is a very noxious weed because of the molecular versatility of its protein receptors to strigolactone and its derivatives. Striga in fact parasitizes host plants and this triggers its seeds production. At molecular level, this is attained by strigolactone detection by a set of receptors with broad specificity and high sensitivity.